Queen City Gymnastics Boosters Meeting Minutes
November 12, 2007
Members present:  Dawn Gordon, Anita Kremer, Elaine Iram, Sue Botts, Jennifer Belegrin, Andrea Weis, Terri Bean, Wendy Baker, Ralph Conrad, Claudia Reilly

President:  Wendy Baker

Vice President:  Claudia Reilly Siegel

Treasurer: Ralph Conrad

The minutes followed the agenda.

Wendy Baker called the meeting to order at 6:30.  Elaine Iram and Anita Kremer approved the minutes from last month.

Treasurer’s Report:
Ralph Conrad said we have $66,139.78 in bank.  We have had some gymnasts quit and for that reason Ralph is going to look over the estimated booster dues for the year.  There may have to be changes with gymnasts’ families paying more dues based on fewer gymnasts on the team.  In particular, a number of girls have left the team so the girls’ estimate is more likely to change than the boys’ estimate.

Booster dues are being sent out by e-mail and that appears to be working.  If you have not received any notice of dues, please put a note in the Booster Mail Box (can give the note to front desk) addressed to Ralph Conrad as there could be a problem with your e-mail being received.  

Wendy Baker asked whether we could earn more interest with a CD than a money market fund (where we currently have the money).  Ralph has to look at the budget again, but when he has a chance, he will look into that.  The amount in money market fund currently is about $23,500. It was mentioned that the Booster credit card is with PNC and simply switching credit card accounts took a lot of time and paper work and so any switching around of funds will take time and paperwork.  Ralph will check whether it makes sense.

Dawn Gordon pointed out that the girls’ coaches’ reimbursement for travel expenses last year was considerably lower than the boys’ coaches.  She asked if this might be because a parent helps the girls’ coaches make reservations for hotels and for flights, and that if a boys’ parent might do the same thing, it would be easier for the coaches to get better airfares, etc..  Wendy Baker and Ralph Conrad pointed out that the coaches try to do their best, but it might be helpful if a parent could help them, especially with setting up flights as this appears to be very helpful to the girls’ coaches.  Ralph will share the costs and budget from last year with both boys’ and girls’ coaches.

Ways and Means Report:

Claudia Reilly Siegel said sponsorships are coming in.  All members are urged to talk to businesses they frequent about becoming a sponsor.  Forms are available under the Booster bulletin board and you can email Claudia with any questions:  ClaudiaReilly@zoomtown.com  Also, please e-mail Claudia with any suggestions of businesses you think she should contact.  If you’re shy about contacting a business, let Claudia do it for you.
Personal gymnast ads are being offered and will be printed in the girls’ or boys’ program for $15.  They are due by Dec. 7th.  Extra forms are under the Booster bulletin board.

New this year is a personal gymnast ad that features a photograph of your gymnast.  Send Claudia the photo, fill out the personal gymnast ad with your words, and Claudia’s husband will design a quarter-page ad with your picture of your gymnast and the words of your choice.  The cost is $75 for a quarter-page ad.  Due by Dec. 7th.  

We will have a Max and Erma’s night in April at the Union Central location.  Claudia will give out more information as the date draws closer.

Biggs:  Please order Biggs’ gift cards.  Each card is worth $50 and QCGB gets 6% back from the purchase.  Forms to order are located under the Booster bulletin board.  If you shop at Biggs, please order these gift cards – it will help lower your Booster fees for next year.
Kroger:  Our Kroger program is going well.  Don’t forget to reload your Kroger card!  If you want a Kroger card, get a form under the Boosters bulletin board in the hallway and fill it out, place it in Jeremy Siegel’s folder (file cabinet in gym) – level 9, boys.  These only cost $1 and you load as much money as you want when you go to Kroger.  Just be sure to load the card BEFORE you begin to pay for your groceries.

Goodsearch.com:  Please use www.goodsearch.com when you do any internet searches.  It’s the same as Yahoo and we get a penny for each web search.  Also, when on goodsearch, click on goodshop.com and earn money for Boosters.  Gap, ebay, Lands End, are just a sample.  We have earned about $145 since starting this.  PLEASE order any on-line holiday gifts by using goodshop.com!!  We could make a great deal of money, and the “click” takes you to the regular website.  

Queen City Classic and Winterfest:

Wendy Baker handed out to all present a list of the heads of committees for the girls’ meet (Queen City Classic) and boys’ meet (Winterfest).  The forms will be posted on the Booster bulletin board so everyone can see committees.  It would be great if members would join the committees.  Call the committee chair and offer to help!!  Also, if members have any questions, the members can call the particular committee chair or e-mail the person.

Boys’ Nationals 2009 Meet:
We are planning on having the USAG Junior Olympic Boys’ Nationals hosted by QCGB in 2009.  Kirk TenEyck is waiting to learn whether the contract has been approved (with our changes) by USAG.  This should be determined shortly.

New Business:

Claudia mentioned that Allison Shevlin is in charge of the raffle baskets.  Please donate new items for the raffle.  We will have the raffle the week before the girls’ meet and then take the baskets for the girls’ meet that week-end to sell more raffle tickets and will bring the boys’ baskets to the boys’ meet later that month.  If you have a friend with a business, suggest they donate an item.  Any item donated will be featured in the girls’ and boys’ programs.  There is a basket behind the front desk for donations.  Attach to the item your name, the value of your donation (retail) and whether you would like a receipt for tax purposes.  

The Hocking Valley meet for the younger boys has been cancelled.  We are not certain whether a different meet will be substituted.  If not, the meet fee will not be charged.

Terri Bean asked about when girls’ uniforms are delivered and Ralph said he thought it was in December.  It was explained that for both boys and girls, it’s good to talk to experienced parents about what your gymnast needs for meets in addition to the uniform.  For example, boys need red socks.  Both boys and girls should discuss underwear.  Girls might want to ask about how hair is worn, etc..  
The hotel section for both meets is up on the QCG website under the names Winterfest and Queen City Classic.  Thanks to Sue Botts for posting all the information so quickly!

Terri Bean moved to end the meeting.  Dawn Gordon seconded.  Meeting ended at 7:15 p.m.  

